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The summer of going
somewhere and nowhere

By Phil Stocker, NSA

This is an immensely frustrating and
worrying time, but we can also be
justifiably proud of what sheep farming
is doing for itself.

Frustration comes in the form of
Brexit as we still have no idea where we
are heading — even though tariff and non-
tariff barriers into the EU would create
serious disruption to our industry with
some figures suggesting the wrong deal
and worst case scenario could result in a
30% fall in UK sheep numbers.

The worry comes from a severe lack
of forage and grazing, little hope of
autumn fodder crops getting established,
and winter tack grazing being in
guestion. It’s often said nature tends to
balance itself out, but it’s going to have
its work cut out this year. There will still
be non-believers regarding the impact
of greenhouse gases on climate change
but surely few will disagree we are
experiencing changes and extremes in
weather conditions, and it’s not difficult
to see this could seriously challenge our
current farming model and the world’s
ability to feed itself.

Sheep 2018

Pride in what we do can be seen in many
quarters, and there is no better example
than NSA Sheep 2018 — more on pages
8-12. The event was supported by more
than 100 NSA members who volunteered
over a number of days, including NSA
Next Generation Ambassadors. We could
not run any event successfully without
the effort of these people who give their
time freely, who are actively investing

in your future, and whose input makes
the day so much more than just another
corporate function.

The success is also down to the
many sheep related businesses and
organisations who took sponsorship
opportunities, as well as the many
thousands of attendees and hundreds of
trade stands that also gave the industry
much to be proud about, impressing
Government officials with the level of
engagement and messages of best
practice.

Anyone attending NSA Sheep 2018
will have come away knowing our
industry has some serious challenges
ahead but is also, in the main, highly
committed and ready to adapt and
survive whatever is thrown at us. The
future may well be different, but we
must work hard to maintain the capacity,
infrastructure and essence of our
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industry — because once it’s gone it’s
hard to get back.

In England, the first draft of the
Agriculture Bill will come after the
summer Parliamentary recess. In the
meantime, Scotland and Wales have
launched their consultations, both of
which can be interpreted as being well-
aligned with many NSA positions, but the
devil will be in the detail and we will need
to focus on two key things (in addition
to ensuring budgetary capacity). These
are recognition and reward for the many
public goods and a move away from the
income foregone principle of calculation
that does nothing for the bottom line -
more on page 22-23. Northern Ireland is
still in political turmoil with little progress
being made, yet pivotal in our withdrawal
from the EU.

Wildfires

Our sympathy goes to anyone affected
by the many wildfires that have been
burning over the last month or so, and
it’s important to recognise that globally
lives have been lost in wildfires. | don’t
feel comfortable jumping on bandwagons
for individual gain, and NSA definitely
stirred some emotion when we reminded
the press that properly managed and
grazed hills and uplands provide some
security against wildfires.

But it is true — a mosaic of habitats
including areas of short, grazed and
(hopefully) green vegetation do reduce
the risk of fires getting out of control and
is good for wildlife too. Good heather
and peatland management also help,
whereas the alternative of rewilding
presents huge risks to people, animals,
the environment and our already pressed
public services.
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The front page picture of Kerry Hill sheep
was taken by photographer Stephanie Burton
on the farm of Tim Ward, the current NSA
Cymru/Wales Region Chairman and an NSA
Trustee. Tim runs pedigree flocks of Kerry Hill
and Dorset Down sheep in Powys, and you
can read about his farm on pages 26-27.
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Good trade at first NSA ram sale

High prices were achieved for top tups at the NSA Wales &
Border Early Ram Sale, held at the Royal Welsh Showground
in early August. Averages were also up in the Texel,
Charollais and Suffolk rings, but fodder worries meant a
disappointing number of rams sold.

The headline price was 2,800gns for a Corriecravie Texel
shearling. The price was up on last year’s 1,750gns top price,
with an average of £637.29 for Texel shearling rams also up on
last year. The top Charollais price was up at 1,900 guineas for
a ram lamb, with the average for Charollais ram lambs reaching
an increased £552.75.

Seasonal difficulties

Richard Gwilliam, NSA Wales & Border Ram Sales Chairman,
reported: “I think the sale reflected the season. There have
been people whose stock have been eating this year’s winter
fodder through the summer and they are waiting as long as
possible to buy anything in.”

Executive Director Jane Smith added: “Once again we have
seen that top quality rams are achieving good prices, but
others were harder to cash.”

The Corriecravie shearling sold to a consortium comprising
Danny Creer, Ballygloney, Robert Laird, Skirling Biggar, and Ed
Samuel, Hendre. A Charollais top of 1,900gns was a breed
champion ram lamb bred by Tim Prichard, Castellau, sold to
Gethin and Eleri Gibbin.

A Suffolk ram lamb bred by John Sinnett, retiring NSA Wales
& Border Ram Sale committee member, sold for the breed

The headline price was 2,800gns from Paul Johnson for a
Corriecravie Texel.

highest price of 1,050gns, paid by 10-year-old Oliver Sparks of
Miskin, Rhondda. A three-year-old ram topped the Beltex breed
at 800gns and was sold by John Corbett back to his original
breeder, Gary Williams of Gwynfe, Carmarthenshire, and his
12-year-old daughter Seren.

A Beltex cross sold for 820gns, while the top Blue Texel
price was 300gns. A Charollais cross ram sold for 640gns, a
Texel cross for 800gns and Charmoise Hill for 300gns.

More NSA ram sales to come

With the NSA Wales & Border Early Sale under our belts (see
above) and the NSA South West Ram Sale to be concluded by
the time you read this magazine (report in the next edition),
there are still three sales to look forward to.

These will include two events organised by NSA Eastern
Region (see panel) and the NSA Wales & Border Main Ram
Sale, which will be held a week earlier than usual, Monday
17th September, at the Royal Welsh Showground. The event,
celebrating its 40th anniversary, is known as Europe’s largest
sale with thousands of rams sold through 21 rings.

Sale Executive Director Jane Smith says: “The reason
for changing to an earlier date is in direct response to
vendors’ comments that the Monday after would be too late.
Traditionally the sale had always been between the 18th and
25th, so we are only one day early and it is hoped we will now
go forward with the earlier date.”

NSA Eastern Region sales
If you are looking to buy rams this year, NSA Eastern Region
Manager Jonathan Barber recommends coming along to
either of the region’s ram sales to source good quality,
commercial tups that have been inspected by the NSA team.

He says: “The first of our sales will be at Rugby Farmers
Mart on Friday 31st August. Later in the year will be the sale
at Melton Mowbray on Friday 21st September. Both sales will
have entries from the major terminal sire breeds, plenty of
choice and one venue to select from the different breeds. We
will have many vendors with performance recorded stock at
both sales.”

Catalogues from NSA Eastern Region on 01953 607860
or carroll@ceressolutions.co.uk.
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Last year’s main sale was topped by a Bluefaced Leicester
ram lamb (pictured) sold for 9,500gns. Total turnover was
nearly £2.2m with 87% sold and averages up on the previous
year. Mrs Smith predicts even better quality this year: “Ram
lamb entries were down for our early sale, which makes me
think the bottom end has already gone for meat. This means
there are fewer ram lambs about and the quality should
be even better than usual. It has potential to be a year to
remember.”

Gwynne Davies, former NSA Wales & Border Ram Sales
Chairman, says he is confident of a good sale in the 40th
anniversary year, despite difficult grazing conditions as,
although the heatwave has tempered the high lamb prices,
underlying confidence is good.

An NSA Wales & Borders 40th anniversary booklet is
included with this magazine. More information at www.
nsaramsales.co.uk.
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Preparations well underway for a
busy day at South Sheep 2018

TUPPING

SEASON P“ﬂ SUCCESSFUL LAMBING

STARTS NOW

With a theme of ‘Investing in a
sustainable future’, NSA South Sheep
on Saturday 8" September promises to
be a busy day with seminars, discussion
workshops and plenty of other
attractions.

The event theme isn’t just about
buying new kit, say organisers, but
spending time to look at ways of adapting
to be more efficient. The seminars and
discussion workshops will explore this,
as well as demonstrations throughout
the day.

As well as a full array of trade
and breed stands, there will be a
fencing demonstration of a new type
of permanent fencing, as well as an
exhibition area for showing sheep
handling equipment in action. There
will also be butchery demonstrations,

The day will also see a Farm Dog Trial,

which will test dogs in a very practical
way compared to traditional sheepdog
trials. This type of competition is popular
internationally and there will be 17
competitors from across the Channel to
compete against UK handlers.

Competitions
Other competitions include Texel progeny
and butchers lamb classes, plus a lamb
selection competition to be held on
the AHDB Beef & Lamb stand and, for
anyone that fancies themselves as a
budding auctioneer, a ‘Gift of the Gavel’
challenge.

Photography competition winners
will be announced, and NSA South
East Region calendars, featuring those
photos, will be available to purchase.

Seminars

1. 10.30am - 11.15am
Sheep systems fit for post-
Brexit England, with Bob Abband,
reproductive management and
nutrition consultant

2. 11.30am - 12.15pm
Practical steps for managing
lameness, with Karen Ingleby, vet
with MSD Animal Health

3. 1.30pm - 2.15pm
Promoting positive landlord and
tenant relationships in the post-
Brexit era, with George Dunn,
Tennant Farmers Association

4. 2.30pm - 3.15pm
Optimising lamb sales at the
farmgate, with Wyn Williams, Dunbia
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crook and stick making and, within the
Celebration of Wool area, spinning and
felting on show.

More at www.southsheep.org.uk.
Thank you to MSD Animal Health and all
other event sponsors.

Discussion workshops
1. 10.45am - 11.30am
Benefits of utilising sheep within the

MOLEVALLEYFARMERS.COM
MOLECOUNTRYSTORES.CO.UK

Mole Valley

mie

Country Stores

€

The event has a busy schedule around the theme ‘Investing in a sustainable future’.
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Further info
www.southsheep.org.uk

1 gland Showground
Ardlngly W. Sussex RH17 6TH

Saturday 8th September

arable rotation, with Hertfordshire
sheep breeder Rob Hodgkins, Dr Liz
Genever of AHDB Beef & Lamb and
Richard Harding of Procam

2. 11.45am - 12.30pm & (repeated at)
3.15pm - 4pm
Homeopathy at wellie level, with
Chris Lees and Jackie Pearce-
Dickens of HAWL

3. 1.15pm - 2pm
Practical steps for managing
lameness, with Karen Ingleby, vet
with MSD Animal Health

4. 2.15pm - 3pm
Recent progress in addressing sheep
worrying, with Sargent Tom Carter of

Sussex Police
Admission: Adults £12

Students/YFC £6 - on production
of current card
Under 16s & International visitors
FREE - on production
of passport

Or contact Bob Blanden
E: bob@nationalsheep.org.uk
T: 01666 860308

mformatlon contact.

Jonathan Guy. ;
101886 880482
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New sheep business to benefit
from NSA-Tornado draw prize

4

In the second of four prize draws to
take place this year, NSA has found
another winner for a set of Tornado wire
and fittings.

Clare Day of Tonbridge, Kent, is the
lucky recipient, having become eligible
when she joined NSA a few months
ago. All new members of NSA are
automatically entered into the draw,
plus existing members who recommend
a friend or neighbour to join the
organisation.

First flock

Clare established her first flock earlier
this year and says the new fencing
materials will be hugely beneficial for
her business and will allow her sheep to

Be a winner too

NSA is giving away four sets of
Tornado wire and fittings this year,
each worth more than £450, to new
members who sign up and current
members who recommend someone
else to join.

If you are already a member, simply
write your membership number on the
form on the facing page and pass it to a
friend or neighbour to fill in and join up.

You both get one entry into the prize
draw per new sign-up, and there is no
limit to how many times you can enter
the draw via the same route — so start
recommending NSA today for your
chance to win.

Full terms and conditions at www.
nationalsheep.org.uk/draw.

TORNADDO

Clare Day WI|| use her prize to fence off new areas for her newly establlshed Portland
flock, which will help keep business cost down.

graze safely and happily in a new field.
While her family produces predominately
apples and arable crops, Clare became
interested in sheep after helping her
friend on her farm and, as a result,
set about establishing her own flock of
Portland sheep.
That same friend introduced Clare
to NSA by passing her old copies of
Sheep Farmer. She read the magazines
‘cover to cover’ to find out as much
as she could about keeping sheep
and efficiently managing a flock before
she set out to start her own business.
Having achieved her aim of establishing
a flock of Portlands, Clare decided to
take out NSA membership herself.
Despite the early success of getting a
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special offer.

flock up and running, Clare says she is
still young and keen to explore options
for herself in the future. She says: “l am
hoping to study agriculture at university,
so | can further my knowledge in sheep
and sheep keeping, as well developing
my understanding of other aspects of
farming.

Early days

“Being a young farmer just starting out
and having only established my first flock
this year, winning the Tornado wire will
help reduce costs for fencing materials,
which | am very grateful for. | had a
missed call from NSA — what a lovely
surprise when | phoned back! | was truly
delighted!”

F A R M P L U S Constructions Lid
TIMBER BUILDING SPECIALISTS

g Sheep Troughs & Barriers Coy,

CALL NOW ON 01772 785252

www.farmplus.co.uk
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Individual Subscription £55
Under 27’s Subscription ~ £27.50uow
Eire, Europe and Overseas £60u

Paying by Direct Debit triggers a 20% discount in your first year.

(excluding Eire, Europe and Overseas members). Complete the Direct Debit form, pay by cheque (made payable to National Sheep Association) or call NSA Head Office on 01684 892661 to pay by card.

NSA OFFICE USE

CASH / CHEQUE / CARD
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Instruction to your bank or
building society to pay by Direct Debit

Member’s Details

Please fill in the form and send to:
The National Sheep Association, The Sheep Centre, Malvern, Worcestershire, WR13 6PH
Name and full postal address of your bank or building society

Service user number

(9]/5]/6]8[8]9]

To: The Manager Bank/building society

Address

Supplying your email address will allow us to send you the NSA Weekly Email Update, packed full of news and information.

Payer’s Details

Postcode

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Branch sort code

ing society account number

Reference

CT T T T T T T Ty i

Instruction to your bank or building society

Please pay National Sheep Association Direct Debits from the account detailed in this Instruction subject to
the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this Instruction may remain with
National Sheep Association and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my bank/building society.

If this membership is a gift please tick if delivery is direct to the new member and not to the buyer |:|

Please state where you obtained this | Your Sheep Enterprise

form from and your reasons for joining: E‘r%ggi;‘gg“nféfei‘;'?

Signature(s)

No of pedigree 1

breeding females? :

No of bought-in store
SF | lambs finished per year?

1
1 Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.

Has an existing NSA member recommended you to join? If so fill in their details below and they too can be entered into NSA’s prize draws,

or are you already an NSA member? To be entered into the prize draw, fill in your details above and pass this leaflet onto a friend to sign up

Your membership means you will receive a wide range of benefits, including free or half price entry to all NSA Sheep Events. By subscribing you also become part of NSA’s Wider Interest Group.
For full terms and conditions and details of our NEW Privacy Policy please visit www.nationalsheep.org.uk. If you would like to request a hard copy please telephone the office on 01684 892661 or email dataprotection@nationalsheep.org.uk.

Please use Gift Aid to make your subscription worth more to NSA. For every pound you give us, we could earn an extra 25p from the Inland Revenue. NSA will not claim Gift Aid on a new member’s first membership ﬂ[ﬁ*md ot
subscription payment. Gift Aid Declaration: I want the National Sheep Association to treat all subscriptions I make from the date of this declaration until I notify you otherwise as a Gift Aid donation. I am a UK taxpayer
and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference. TO GIFT AID PLEASE TICK HERE... .

This guarantee should be detached and retained by the payer.

e« This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits
« If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit National Sheep Association will notify you 28 working days in advance of your account being
debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request National Sheep Association to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request.
e If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by National Sheep Associaton or your bank or building society you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount
paid from your bank or building society — If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when National Sheep Association asks you to
*  You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us. ‘

The Direct Debit
Guarantee

DIRECT
Debit
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Prize draw terms and conditions at www.nationalsheep.org.uk/draw
Please return your form to: National Sheep Association | The Sheep Centre | Malvern | Worcestershire | WR13 6PH

Tel: 01684 892 661 Email: membership@nationalsheep.org.uk www.nationalsheep.org.uk
A company limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registration No. 37818. Registered charity in England and Wales (249255) and in Scotland (SC042853)




















































With boluses, size matters...
SMALLER is BETTER!
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