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OBJECTIVE

How an alternative rearing method 

affects milk production of ewes & 

weight gain of lambs
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ΥΛΙΚΑ & ΜΕΘΟΔΟΙ

40 Lacaune ewes (1st lactation period)

15 days after lambing

• 1 milking/day

• Kept with their lambs all day
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MATERIALS & METHODS

C group

- 20 ewes, 22 lambs

- Lambs kept constantly with ewes

Τ group

- 20 ewes, 22 lambs

- Lambs separated for 12h (during night)

- Reunited after morning milking

✓ Duration of trial 18 days

✓ Same housing conditions

✓ Same feeding management
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➢ Daily clinical examination

➢ 1 milking/day

➢ Milk yield (MY) recording

➢ Average daily gain of lambs (ADG)
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Comparisons between C & T groups

• Mean daily MY/Total MY

• ADG

t-test

Mann-Whitney test
IBM SPSS Statistics
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RESULTS

P=0.001 P=0.001

C CT T

iSAGE Regional Training Course, 14 January 2020, Thessaloniki, Greece

Mean daily MY Total MY
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* P=0.004

** P=0.013
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C T

iSAGE Regional Training Course, 14 January 2020, Thessaloniki, Greece

RESULTS
Average daily gain of lambs           

ADG 1st week
ADG 2nd week
ADG 3rd week



CONCLUSIONS

- Τ ewes produced 61% more milk compared to C

- C lambs grew faster (25.4%) than T lambs

Income from the collected milk yield
(0.90 € / L)

Income from lamb carcasses
{(carcass weight=0.60 x BW) x 4 €/kg }

282.4 x 0.6 x 4 =

677.8 €
C

272.5 x 0.6 x 4 =

654.0 €
T

194.1 x 0.90 =

174.7 €
C

312.4 x 0.90 =

281.2 €
T

+ 106.5 €- 23.8 €

+ 4 € / eweMain source of income→milk

Alternative lamb rearing

saleable milk production vs. light lamb carcasses
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Thank you for 
your attention!!
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